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Our Lady of Walsingham Catholic Primary School - Curriculum Overview for Year 4 Autumn Term 2019 

Why were the Romans so powerful and what did we learn from them? 

    
READING 

 develop positive attitudes to reading, and 
an understanding of what they read, 

 understand what they read, in books they 
can read independently,  

 retrieve and record information from non-
fiction 

 participate in discussion about books that 
are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others 
say 

 

 

English 
WRITING 

 Diary – Flavia (Thieves of Ostia) 

 Diary – Iceni Tribe Member (Queen 
Boudicca) 

 Persuasive Writing – to recruit a 
Roman soldier 

 Descriptive writing – Roman 
household / setting 

 Recount – Romulus and Remus/ 
Queen Boudicca /stories & chapters 

 Information text - Roman 
‘technology’ / Invasion of Britain/ 
Roman army 

 Instructions – Roman soldier / 
equipment 

 

 
SPEAKING 

 Role play 

 Hot seating 

 Role on the wall 

 Freeze frame 

 Conscious alley 

 Interviewing 
soldiers/children/Queen 
Boudicca/ Romulus, Remus 

Art & Design 
 To collect, record, review, revisit and evaluate 

ideas 

 Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, 
painting and sculpture with varied materials 

 Creating Roman mosaics 

 Sketching chariot scene / Colosseum 
 

Computing 
E-Safety Awareness 

 Digital Citizenship & Technology 
 To use sequence, selection, and repetition in 

programs; work with variables and various forms 

of input and output 

  

 To use logical reasoning to explain how some simple 

algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in 

algorithms and programs  

Design & Technology 
Produce a Roman tile using plaster of Paris 
Use research& criteria to develop products which are fit for purpose and 
aimed at specific groups  
Use annotated sketches, cross-section diagrams  
Analyse & evaluate existing products and improve own work  

 

Geography 
 
Continents 
Cities: 

 Find and locate on a map at least 6 cities in 
the UK with Roman origins – York, Bath, 
Chester, London, Exeter, Lincoln, Colchester 

 Map skills  - movement of Roman army 

Grammar 
 Determiners 

 Subordinate clauses 

 Expanded nouns 

 Homophones 

 Conjunctions 

 Adverbs 

 Prepositions 

 Simple present/present 
progressive 

 Simple past/past progressive  

 Pronouns / possessive pronouns 
 

Spelling  

Year 4 Spellings/ Spelling Shed /  

      Maths 
 Place Value 

 Addition and Subtraction 

 Length and Perimeter 

  

 Listen & engage  

 Engage in conversations, expressing opinions 

  Speak in simple language & be understood 

 Develop appropriate pronunciation 

 Present ideas & information orally  

 Show understanding in simple reading  

 Adapt known language to create new ideas  

 Describe people, places & things 

 Understand basic grammar, e.g. gender   

TOPICS:  
Greetings/classroom instructions 
Colours 
Days of the week 
Numbers up to 40 –  
Christmas in Spain 

 

 

    Physical       Education 
 

 Use running, jumping, catching and throwing in 
isolation and in combination 

 Play competitive games, applying basic principles  

 Develop flexibility & control  

 Compare performances to achieve personal bests   

Music 
 Brass instrument 

 Perform with control & expression solo & in 
ensembles  

 Improvise & compose using dimensions of 
music  

  Listen to detail and recall orally  

 Use & understand basics of staff notation  

  Develop an understanding of the history of 
music, including great musicians & composers   

 
 

   Religious      Education 
 

 TOPIC 1 – People 

 TOPIC 2 – Called 

 TOPIC 3 – Gift 
 

PSHE – Racism / Anti-bullying /Black History/ Diversity 

and Equality/ 

Science 
 
 
ANIMALS, INCLUDING HUMANS 
 Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the  

digestive system in humans 

 Identify the different types of teeth in humans and their  
simple functions 

 Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying 
producers, predators and prey 

  

History - THE ROMANS  
 Timelines 

 Years, decades 

 Historical stories 

 Lives of wealthy Romans v poorer Romans 

 Historic artefacts to build up pictures of the past 

  Events of the past shaping our lives today 

 Research life for a child 
 
 
 

Black History Week – British Focus - to research  
the life of Claudia Jones (Notting Hill Carnival) 

SPANISH 
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Our Lady of Walsingham Catholic Primary School - Curriculum Overview for Year 4 Spring Term 2020 

Liverpool – Why is Liverpool such a great city to live in? 
    

READING 
 
 
 
 
 

 develop positive attitudes to reading, and 
an understanding of what they read, 

 understand what they read, in books they 
can read independently,  

 retrieve and record information from non-
fiction 

 participate in discussion about books that 
are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others 
say 

 

 

English 
WRITING 

 Book review 

 Information – non-fiction 
writing 

 Descriptive writing – main 
attractions of Liverpool 

 Recount – Journey to the 
River Sea 

 Guided/Shared Reading 

 Letter/postcard – descriptive 
writing (Liver Birds) 

 Fact File – River Mersey 

 Poetry – Liverpool Poem 

 Persuasive writing – Why is 
Liverpool a great place to live? 

  
 

 
SPEAKING 

 Role play 

 Hot seating 

 Role on the wall 

 Freeze frame 

 Conscious alley 

 Interviewing  
 

Art & Design 
 Use sketchbooks to collect, record, review,   

revisit and evaluate ideas 

 Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, 
painting and sculpture with varied materials 

 Water colour painting 

 Pointillist Painting 

Computing 
 

 . select, use and combine a variety of software 
(including internet services) on a range of digital 
devices to design and create a range of programs,   

systems and content that accomplish given 
      goals, including collecting,   
    analysing, evaluating and presenting data 
and information 

 E-Safety Awareness 
  

Design & Technology 
 

 Design and use clay to recreate models of Liver 
birds.  

 Food – Instructions – How to keep safe in a 
kitchen.  
 

Geography 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied  

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics 

 understand geographical similarities and differences – 
exploring a region of the UK (Liverpool)  

 Describe and understand key aspects of rivers, types of 
settlement and land use. 

 Name and locate the main rivers and seas pf the UK 

 Identify rivers and seas using an atlas or map 

 Identify parts of a river system. 

 To locate and describe the route of the River Mersey. 

 To use grid references, symbols and keys on a map. 

Grammar 

 Paragraphs 

 Direct Speech 

 Apostrophes 

 Expanded noun phrases 

 Fronted adverbials 

 Suffixes 
 

Spelling  
Year 4 Spellings/ Spelling 

Shed/ Year 3/4 word lists 
 

Science 

 States of Matter 

 Compare and group materials 
together, according to whether they 
are solids, liquids or gases  

 Observe that some materials change 
state when they are heated or cooled, 
and measure or research the 
temperature at which this happens in 
degrees Celsius (°C) 

 Identify the part played by 
evaporation and condensation in the 
water cycle and associate the rate of 
evaporation with temperature. 

 

  MATHS 
  

 
Nu Number 
M  Multiplication and Division  

 
Measureme   Measurement  - Area 
 

Fractions 
 
Decimals 
 
 
 
 

History - LIVERPOOL 
 To develop a chronologically secure 

knowledge and understanding of British, 
local history (Liverpool)–connections, 
contrasts and trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. 

 To address and devise historically valid 
questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 

 Investigate how and when Liverpool 
came about.  

 Key attractions in local area. 

 History of the local area. 

 Compare area and way of life to modern 
day.  

 

  Modern        Languages 
SPANISH – (colours, days of the week, months, 

seasons, alphabet, body parts, numbers 1-31, dates) 
 Listen & engage  

 Engage in conversations, expressing opinions 

  Speak in simple language & be understood 

 Develop appropriate pronunciation 

 Present ideas & information orally  

 Show understanding in simple reading  

 Adapt known language to create new ideas  

 Understand basic grammar, e.g. gender   
 

    Physical       Education 
 DAILY MILE 

 Use running, jumping, catching and throwing in 
isolation and in combination 

 Play competitive games, applying basic principles  

 Develop flexibility & control in gym, dance & athletics 

 Take part in Outdoor & Adventurous activities 

 Compare performances to achieve personal bests   

Music 
 Brass instruments 

 Perform with control & expression solo & in 
ensembles  

 Improvise & compose using dimensions of 
music  

  Listen to detail and recall aurally  

 Use & understand basics of staff notation  

  Develop an understanding of the history of 
music, including great musicians & composers   

 
 

   Religious      Education 
 

 TOPIC 4 – Community 

 TOPIC 5 – Giving and Receiving 

 TOPIC 6 – Self discipline 

 Judaism 
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Our Lady of Walsingham Catholic Primary School - Curriculum Overview for Year 4 Summer Term 2020 

Maya Civilisation 
    

READING 
 
 
 
 

 
 develop positive attitudes to reading, and 
an understanding of what they read, 

 understand what they read, in books they 
can read independently,  

 retrieve and record information from non-
fiction 

 participate in discussion about books that 
are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others 
say 

 

 

English 
WRITING 

 Information text - create a 
tourist information sheet 

 Descriptive writing – Mayan 
Gods, characters, settings 

 Recount – stories  

 Letter 

 Explanation -  

 Newspaper article 

 Poetry 

 Persuasive letter 

 Dilemma story 
 

 
SPEAKING 

 Role play 

 Hot seating 

 Role on the wall 

 Freeze frame 

 Conscious alley 

 Interviewing  
 

Art & Design 
 Use sketchbooks to collect, record, review, 

revisit and evaluate ideas 

 Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, 
painting and sculpture with varied materials 

 Explore the mask of Lord Pakal and recreate 
Mayan masks. 

 Use clay to recreate Mayan artefacts. 

 Recreate the Bonampak murals using pastels 

Computing 
 

 understand computer networks including the 

internet; how they can provide multiple 

services, such as the world wide web; and the 

opportunities they offer for communication 

and collaboration 

 use search technologies effectively, 

appreciate how results are selected and 

ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital 

content 

  

Design & Technology 
 

 Design, make and evaluate a model of a  
Mayan temple. 

 Food -  
 

Geography 
 

 Locate where the Maya lived on a world map and 
the modern day countries and cities that are there 
now. 

 Use a variety of sources to explore the physical 
geography of Mesoamerica. 

 Explore what life is like for modern Mayan people 
and compare this to the life of the Maya in the  
1st century 

 

Grammar 
 
 

 Fronted adverbials 

 Apostrophes 

 Speech 

 Noun phrases 

 Suffixes 
 

Spelling  
Year 4 Spellings/ Spelling 

Shed/ Year 3/4 word lists 

  MATHS 
  

 
Nu  

M  Money 

Measureme   Time 
Statistics 
Properties of Shapes 
Position and Direction 
 

 

  Modern        Languages 
SPANISH – (colours, days of the week, months, 

seasons, alphabet, body parts, numbers 1-31, dates) 
 Listen & engage  

 Engage in conversations, expressing opinions 

  Speak in simple language & be understood 

 Develop appropriate pronunciation 

 Present ideas & information orally  

 Show understanding in simple reading  

 Adapt known language to create new ideas  

 Understand basic grammar, e.g. gender   
 

    Physical       Education 
 

 DAILY MILE 

 Use running, jumping, catching and throwing in 
isolation and in combination 

 Play competitive games, applying basic principles  

 Develop flexibility & control in gym, dance & athletics 

 Take part in Outdoor & Adventurous activities 

 Compare performances to achieve personal bests   

Music 
 Brass Instruments 

 Perform with control & expression solo & in 
ensembles  

 Improvise & compose using dimensions of 
music  

  Listen to detail and recall aurally  

 Use & understand basics of staff notation  

  Develop an understanding of the history of 
music, including great musicians & composers   

 
 

   Religious      Education 
 

 TOPIC 7 – New Life 

 TOPIC 8 – Building Bridges 

 TOPIC 9 – God’s People 
 
PSHE – Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing 

 Everyday feelings 

 Expressing feelings 

 Managing feelings 

Science 
Sound 
 identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something 

vibrating 

 recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear 

 find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that 
produced it 

 find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the 
vibrations that produced it. 

 recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source 
increases 
Electricity 

 identify common appliances that run on electricity 

  construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its 
basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers 

 identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based 
on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery 

 recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with 
whether or not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit 

 recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate 
metals with being good conductors. 

History - MAYA CIVILISATION 
 Investigate how and when Europeans encountered the Maya 

civilisation. 

 Explore how we know about the Maya civilisation and their 
way of life. 

 Explore how Maya society was organised and how this           
compares to modern society. 

 Find out about what the Maya believed in, including their 
religious rites and rituals. 
 

 Use a variety of sources to piece together 
      what life was like for the Maya. 

 Exploring the achievements of the Maya  
including their number systems and calendar. 

Investigate the reasons behind the decline of the Maya 
civilisation 

 



Template created by Michael Tidd  2013   www.primarycurriculum.me.uk 

LIVING THINGS AND THEIR HABITATS – ZOO PROJECT 

 

 

 
 

  

 


