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20th December 2019 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s)/Friends, 

A slightly different format of the newsletter today as we close our doors for the last time for 

this Autumn term.  

What a term it has been! So very much for us all to be proud of! 

So many ‘sparkle moments’ crammed into these last few weeks that it is difficult to pull out 

individual moments. Mr Bloomer has completed his first term with the school with huge 

success; Miss Simpson is ‘blooming’ and has 2 weeks left in school before her maternity leave 

in January; Mrs Mooney has completed her TA3 qualification; Mrs Murphy has started on her 

NPQSL journey; Mrs Price, Miss Crawford, Mrs Mackenzie and Miss McCann have all had 

operations; Miss Cosgrove has moved house; Mrs Winters has become a Nan again! 

Every member of staff at our school carries out a much bigger role than that which is seen 

everyday at the classroom door but the support that they show our school is unquestionable 

– the hours above and beyond that are put in are through pure love for our children and a 

belief that we can be the very best.  

The introduction of 3 key words as our core values across the school of ‘Respect’, ‘Safe’ and 

‘Kind’ – has been hugely successful and the behaviour in our school building and on the 

playground is exemplary. We all have an odd bad day but we all know that as long as we 

learn from the moment, then we will all move on! 

Our school is such a joyful and happy place to be and often it is in moments of despair that 

we realise what an amazing team we have – staff, pupils, parents and Governors.  

This term, Mrs Price has been off, following an operation; Mrs Winters and Mrs Johanson have 

seamlessly picked up the additional work and made sure that everything is being dealt with – 

we are blessed to have such amazing staff team – teaching staff; office-based staff; kitchen 

staff; cleaners and our site manager; and lunchtime welfare staff.  

Earlier this term, Mr Lindsay and myself took 6 pupils to London for the ‘Chess Classic’ – the 

pupils were beyond excited all day but it was such a delight to spend the day with them – 

every one of them was brilliant company and a credit to their families. 

The introduction of Read, Write Inc across EYFS and KS1 has been difficult for staff – a 

complete change in the way that phonics has been taught; a rigid timetable everyday and 

intensive training for each of them, but we are reaping the rewards under Mrs Lindsay’s 

mailto:admin.ourladyofwalsingham@schools.sefton.gov.uk


Our Lady of Walsingham Catholic Primary School 

Stand Park Avenue, Netherton, Merseyside, L30 3SA 

Headteacher: Mrs C. McKinnon 

 “Working together to inspire and learn, guided by God's love.” 

www.ourladyofwalsinghamprimary.co.uk 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Contact: Tel: 0151 525 6358/0395          Email: Admin@OurLadyofWalsinghamprimary.co.uk       Twitter:    @OLWPrimary 

 
 
 

guidance. To hear staff talk about their teaching and about phonics so passionately and 

with such pride about individual pupils who are doing so well, is simply stunning. 

Our Christmas dinner this year was cooked by Gloria, Marie and Lin in our kitchen and was 

absolutely delicious, but it was the sitting down and eating of the meal – all together in our 

school hall which made it unique. That moment for me will always be an incredible memory – 

the sound of chatter and fun, delight and pure happiness from adult and child alike – the 

sense of community warmed me. 

Mrs White organised the Mission for Christmas collection and took a whole boot load of 

brand new toys to the collection point last week – so much love was shown. Mrs Halpin has 

lead our Year 5 and 6 School Councillors today round the neighbours to wish them a Merry 

Christmas and to deliver homemade Christmas cards and sweet gifts. On Tuesday, Year 6, 

lead by Mrs Fitzgibbon welcomed some of our older generation for a lovely Christmas coffee 

morning, entertainment provided by the choir. Last week, Miss Kinder and Mrs White escorted 

the Brass Band and choir to the Netherton Park Centre to entertain at their Christmas party.  

Today we celebrated Christmas in church today with Father Liam and Year 3 leading us 

(beautifully prepared by Mrs Davis). It was a wonderful celebration and the sight and sound 

of Jake, Zoey, Roma and Alfie singing ‘O Holy Night’ was simply stunning – the Gospel said 

‘Nothing is Impossible’ – but we know that this is true, not only in God sending his son to live 

among us but also in the work that we carry out daily in our school. It seemed a fitting place 

to end the term – with the hope in our hearts for the future.  

I am so proud of all of the work that our school does to welcome strangers; to provide a 

sense of community and belonging and to show the world the very best of Netherton. I hope 

that, as we move into the next decade, that spirit will continue to grow and flourish. 

Thank you all for your best wishes this Christmas and for the support that you show all of our 

staff across the year. We know that you appreciate all that we do and we would like to wish 

you all a very peaceful Christmas and a happy and healthy 2020. I hope to see you at 

Christmas Eve mass in our church at 6:30pm. We will see you all back on Tuesday 7th January 

2020! 

With much love, 

 

Mrs C McKinnon 

Headteacher 
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